
CITY OF EUREKA 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Rob Holmlund, AICP, Director 
 

531 K Street  Eureka, California 95501-1146 
 Ph (707) 441-4160  Fx (707) 441-4202  

planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov  www.ci.eureka.ca.gov  
  

 

CITY OF EUREKA 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT 
LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

and 
Notice of Planning Commission Public Hearing 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City is providing “Notice of Availability of draft Local 
Coastal Program amendment.”  The draft Local Coastal Program (LCP) Amendment is 
available for review and includes an amendment to both the Land Use Plan and the 
Implementation Plan maps. 
 
Project Title: Brainard Urban Limit Line Local Coastal Program Amendment 
 
Project Applicant: California Redwood Company/City of Eureka 
 
Case No.: LCP-18-0004 
 
Applicability:  Urban Limit Line at the north edge of the City limits near Brainard and 
Indianola Road 
 
Project Description: The City of Eureka is reconfiguring the urban limit line on the north 
edge of the City limits to incorporate the recently approved Brainard Annexation area (ANX-16-
0001) by amending the Land Use Plan map of the adopted and certified Local Coastal Program. 
 
FURTHER, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Eureka City Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, August 13, 2018, at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, in the Council Chamber, Eureka City Hall, 531 “K” Street, Eureka, 
California, to consider and make recommendation to the City Council on the draft Local 
Coastal Program amendment. 
 
Notice of the City Council public hearing for this project will be published at a later time. 
 
The City of Eureka is the applicant for the LCP Amendment and will carry out the 
amendment in accordance with the Coastal Act. Pursuant to the Coastal Act, final action 
by the City Council on the LCP amendment will not occur prior to six weeks after 
publication and mailing of this “Notice of Availably of draft Local Coastal Program 
Amendment”. The LCP amendment will take effect automatically upon Coastal 
Commission approval.   
 



  

Environmental:  Pursuant to Section 21080.9 and 21080.5 and Division 20, Chapter 6 of 
the Public Resources Code, the Coastal Commission’s review and development process 
for LCP amendments has been certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the 
functional equivalent of the environmental review required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Therefore, local governments are not required to 
undertake environmental analysis of proposed LCP amendments. Therefore, based on 
the Public Resources Code Sections cited above, the City of Eureka exempts from CEQA 
the Crowley Site LCP Amendment.  
 
All interested persons are invited to comment on the draft amendments either in person 
at the scheduled public hearing, or in writing.  Written comments on the draft 
amendments may be submitted at the hearing or prior to the hearing by mailing or 
delivering them to the Community Development Division of the Development Services 
Department, 531 “K” Street, Eureka, CA 95501; or by emailing them to 
kgoetz@ci.eureka.ca.gov.   
 
Americans with Disabilities Act:  Accommodations for handicapped access to City 
meetings must be requested of the City Clerk, 441-4175, five working days in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
Notes: If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues that you or someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in this notice or written correspondence delivered to the public entity conducting the 
hearing at or prior to the public hearing. The draft amendment is available for review at 
the Development Services Department Community Development Division, Third Floor, 
City Hall.  If you have questions regarding the draft amendment to the Local Coastal 
Program or this notice, please contact Kristen M. Goetz, Senior Planner, phone: (707) 
441-4166; fax: (707) 441-4202; e-mail: kgoetz@ci.eureka.ca.gov 
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EUREKA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 
August 13, 2018 

 
Project Title: Brainard Urban Limit Line Local Coastal Program Amendment 
 
Project Applicant: California Redwood Company/City of Eureka 
 
Case No.: LCP-18-0004 
 
Applicability:  Urban Limit Line at the north edge of the City limits near Brainard and 
Indianola Road 
 
Project Description: The City of Eureka is reconfiguring the urban limit line on the 
north edge of the City limits to incorporate the recently approved Brainard Annexation 
area (ANX-16-0001) by amending the Land Use Plan map of the adopted and certified 
Local Coastal Program. 
 
Staff Contact Person: Kristen M. Goetz, Senior Planner, City of Eureka, Development 
Services Department, Community Development Division; 531 “K” Street, Eureka, CA 
95501-1165; phone: (707) 441-4166, fax: (707) 441-4202, email: kgoetz@ci.eureka.ca.gov 
 
Environmental:  Pursuant to Section 21080.9 and 21080.5 and Division 20, Chapter 6 
of the Public Resources Code, the Coastal Commission’s review and development process 
for LCP amendments has been certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the 
functional equivalent of the environmental review required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Therefore, local governments are not required to 
undertake environmental analysis of proposed LCP amendments. Based on the Public 
Resources Code Sections cited above, the City of Eureka exempts from CEQA the 
Brainard Urban Limit Line Local Coastal Program Amendment.  
 
Staff Recommendation and Suggested Motion:   
1. Adopt a Resolution transmitting the Planning Commission’s recommendation of 
approval of the Land Use Plan portion of the Brainard Urban Limit Line Local Coastal 
Program Amendment to the City Council. 
 
“I move the Planning Commission adopt a Resolution transmitting to the City Council 
the Commission’s recommendations of approval of the Brainard Urban Limit Line LCP 
Amendment.” 
 
Purpose of LCP Amendment: The Local Coastal Program (LCP) is the foundational 
policy document for areas of the City located in the coastal zone. It establishes farsighted 
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policy that forms the basis for and defines the framework by which the City’s physical and 
economic resources in the coastal zone are to be developed, managed and utilized. The 
LCP is divided into two components: the first component is the Land Use Plan (LUP), 
which is basically the General Plan in the coastal zone. It outlines the existing conditions, 
permitted uses, and policies needed to achieve the goals of the Coastal Act and includes 
the general plan land use map. The second component of the LCP is the Implementation 
Plan (IP), which includes zoning regulations and the zoning map for land in the coastal 
zone, and specific coastal zone ordinances necessary to implement the policies of the LUP.  
 
The purpose of this LCP Amendment is to comply with a condition of approval imposed 
by the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) on January 17, 2018, when LAFCCo 
conditionally approved the Brainard Annexation.  The condition requires the relocation 
of the City’s Urban Limit Line.  California Redwood Company (CRC), owner of the 
Brainard site, is seeking to enhance the potential value, marketability, and future use of 
the site by annexing the site into the City of Eureka.  The City currently has limited land 
available for industrial development, and the annexation provides industrial development 
opportunities and complements the City’s Economic Development strategy. 
 
In most areas, the urban limit line is coincident with the city limits.  However, there are 
areas within the City limits where the urban limit line is not coincident with the city limit 
line, which creates areas that are outside of the urban limit line, but inside the city limits.  
These areas are considered rural areas. (See Figure 1)  Extension of urban services to areas 
outside of the urban limit line is not allowed under City of Eureka Municipal Code Section 
10-5.2945.4, which states, “There shall be no extension of urban services (sewer and 
water) beyond the urban limit line as designated in the Local Coastal Program…”  The 
subject territory is currently outside of the City’s urban limit line, and even though the 
city limit line will move as a result of the annexation, an amendment to the Land Use Plan 
Map is required to move the urban limit line to incorporate the Brainard site. 
 
The Brainard site (APNs 017-081-001 and 404-141-004) is an approximately 75-acre 
developed site previously utilized as a lumber mill and air dry yard, with administrative 
offices. The site is currently used as leased area for several local businesses. Although the 
Brainard site comprises two APNs, it is comprised of five legal parcels.  The existing land 
use designations for the lands located within the Brainard site are General Industrial 
(MG) pursuant to the County’s Humboldt Bay Area Plan (HBAP).  Once the annexation 
process is finalized, the City’s land use and zoning designation of General Industrial (GI 
land use and MG zoning) will apply to the site.  The MG zoning allows a variety of 
industrial uses, including both light and heavy industrial uses. 
 
Although no new development is currently proposed, it is anticipated that further 
development of the approximately 75 acre site will occur in the future. Adequate public 
services will need to be provided to the Brainard site through physical upgrades such as a 
connection to and extension of the existing 12-inch line at the eastern terminus of Jacobs 
Avenue to provide water services, connection and extension of wastewater services at the 
same junction, and site improvements such as additional water storage for fire 
suppression. These physical upgrades would be evaluated at the time development is 
proposed on-site and potential service connections will be evaluated to determine the 
most feasible option. 
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Moving the urban limit line will not impact the public safety, health, or welfare, nor 
would moving the line prevent the protection of, or impact, other public or private 
property, wildlife, marine fisheries, other ocean resources, or the natural environment.  
Approval of the LCP Amendment will allow the future extension of public services when 
required for new development.  Future development of the site will also increase the 
potential opportunity for additional public access to the coast.   
 
Therefore, the City of Eureka must amend its Local Coastal Program to modify the urban 
limit line to allow for the possible future extension of services to the Brainard site, which 
is directly in line with the City’s Economic Development strategy and would allow for 
further industrial development within the City. 
 
Attachments: 
Figure 1 Current Urban Limit Line 
Figure 2 Proposed Urban Limit Line 
Attachment 1 Land Use Plan Resolution 
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Existing Urban Limit Line
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Existing Urban Limit Boundary
and Brainard Area
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PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2018-__ 
 

A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka 
Transmitting a Recommendation of Approval to the City Council to 
amend the Land Use Plan (LUP) of the Local Coastal Program (LCP)  

to reconfigure the urban limit line at Brainard  
 

WHEREAS, Brainard, consisting of APNs 017-081-001 and 404-141-004, is an 
approximately 75-acre developed site previously utilized as a lumber mill and air dry 
yard, with administrative offices; and 

WHEREAS, the California Redwood Company (CRC), owner of the Brainard 
site, is seeking to enhance the potential value, marketability, and future use of the site 
by annexing the site into the City of Eureka; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Eureka currently has limited land available for industrial 
development, and the annexation provides industrial development opportunities and 
complements the City’s Economic Development strategy; and 

WHEREAS, California Redwood Company applied to annex the Brainard site 
into the City of Eureka; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Eureka approved the annexation on 
October 3, 2017; and 

Wannexation on January 17, 2018; and 

WHHEREAS, the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) conditionally 
approved the  

EREAS, one of LAFCo’s conditions was, in part, that “The City of Eureka shall 
amend its Local Coastal Program (LCP) for purposes of modifying the urban limit line to 
allow for the extension of services to the Brainard site.”; and 

   WHEREAS, the proposed LUP amendment will configure the Urban Limit Line 
on the northeast portion of the City of Eureka as shown in Exhibit A attached hereto; 
and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21080.9 and 21080.5 and Division 20, Chapter 
6 of the Public Resources Code, the Coastal Commission’s review and development 
process for LCPs and LCP amendments has been certified by the Secretary of Resources 
as being the functional equivalent of the environmental review required by CEQA.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Planning Commission of 
the City of Eureka as follows: 
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Section 1 
The Planning Commission hereby exempts the Brainard Urban Limit Line LCP 

Amendment from CEQA under Section 21080.9 and 21080.5 and Division 20, Chapter 6 
of the Public Resources Code.  

Section 2 
The Planning Commission hereby finds that the LUP portion of the Brainard 

Urban Limit Line LCP Amendment is consistent with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 

Section 3 
The Planning Commission hereby determines that the Brainard Urban Limit Line 

LCP Amendment is consistent with the adopted LUP as amended and is not known to 
create any conflicts or contradictions to adopted Plan policy, nor any inconsistencies 
within the General Plan itself, and furthermore, is generally found to be consistent with 
existing Plan objectives to protect the public health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience, 
prosperity and general welfare in the City of Eureka 

Section 4 
The Planning Commission hereby finds that pursuant to Section 30510(a) of the 

Coastal Act, the Brainard Urban Limit Line LCP Amendment will be carried out in 
accordance with the Coastal Act. 

Section 5 
The Planning Commission hereby forwards to the City Council its 

recommendation of approval of the Land Use Plan map amendment of the Brainard 
Urban Limit Line LCP Amendment. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the 

City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 13th day of August 2018, 
by the following vote: 

 
AYES: COMMISSIONERS 
NOES: COMMISSIONERS 
ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS 
ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS 
 

      
Jeff Ragan 
Chairman 
City of Eureka Planning Commission  

 ATTEST: 
 
 
       
 Rob Holmlund, AICP 
 Director of Development Services 
 Planning Commission Executive Secretary 
 


	PC Staff Report w attachments.pdf
	Brainard Urban Limit Boundary Figures (002).pdf
	Brainard Urban Limit Boundary Existing LETTER PORTRAIT
	Brainard Urban Limit Boundary Proposed LETTER PORTRAIT



