
 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the proposed development described below is within the coastal 

zone and, pursuant to the Eureka Local Coastal Program, the Coastal Development Permit is 

scheduled for a public hearing before the Director of Development Services on Thursday, October 

22, 2020, at 10 a.3300m. Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, by Governor Gavin Newson, this 

meeting will be conducted telephonically through Zoom. Please be advised that pursuant to the 

Executive Order and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting human contact that 

could spread the COVID-19 virus, City Hall will not be open for the meeting 

 

Project Title:  Modification of Coastal Development Permit: Expansion of Footprint of Electric 

Vehicle Charging Stations 

 

Project Applicant: Electrify America Case No:  CDP-19-0002 (MOD) 

 

Project Location: 3300 Broadway APN: 007-130-013 

 

Project Zoning and Land Use: CP (Planned Shopping Center Commercial)/CC (Community 

Commercial) 

 

Project Description:  Electrify America is proposing to modify an existing Coastal Development 
Permit (CDP-19-0002) to add a second equipment pad and enclosure to the existing electric 

vehicle charging station dispensers. The equipment, pad and enclosure will be located on a 

landscape island adjacent to the existing equipment, near the south entrance to the Bayshore Mall.  

This project includes: construction of a 144 s.f. fenced enclosure, removal of one bush, installation 

of electric cables, and construction of a 182 s.f. concrete pad on which the new equipment is to be 

placed.  The site is located in the Coastal Zone, is considered development and is within the City 

of Eureka’s coastal permit jurisdiction; therefore, modification of the previously approved Coastal 

Development Permit for installation of the Electrify America site is required.  

 

Date of Project Application: CDP-19-0002 January 28, 2019 / MOD August 18, 2020 

 

Staff contact person:  Steven Okey, Planning Technician 

 

The public is invited to participate in the following manner: 

1. You can view and participate in the public hearing on Zoom. Contact planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov 

for more information. 

PLANNING DIVISION  531 K Street, Eureka, CA 95501  (707) 441-4160  planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov
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2. If you cannot connect through Zoom but wish to speak and be heard during the hearing or oral 
communications, please submit your name, phone number and name of the item you would like 

to comment on by e-mail to planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov or leave a message at 707-441-4160 on 

or before Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. A Development Services staff member will 

call you during the public hearing for the item. 

3. If you don’t want to participate during the meeting but want to submit comment on a project or 

for oral communications, please submit your comment via email to planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov or 

you may leave a message at 707-441-4160 prior to Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. 

to ensure that the Director receives your comment before the meeting. All comments received 

by email or mail will be part of the public record for consideration but will not be read aloud 

during the meeting. 

Appeals of the Director’s action may be made to the Planning Commission within 10 calendar days 

of the action by filing a written Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk, along with the filing fees as set 

by the City Council. Appeals of the Planning Commission’s action may be made to the City Council 

in the same manner. The City’s final action is appealable to the California Coastal Commission.  

If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may be limited to raising only those 

issues that you or someone else raised at the public hearing or written correspondence received 

during or prior to the public hearing. Accommodations for handicapped access to City meetings must 

be requested of the City Clerk, 441-4175, five working days in advance of the meeting. The project 

file is available for review at Development Services - Planning.  
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DIRECTOR OF  
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

STAFF REPORT 
September 28, 2020 

Subject: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations Coastal Development Permit 
Modification CDP-19-0002 (MOD)  

Location: 3300 Broadway 

APN: 007-130-013 

Applicant: Electrify America 

Property Owner: Bay Shore Mall, LP 

Purpose/Use: Expansion of Footprint of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

Application Date: Modification August 13, 2020 (original: August 18, 2019)  

General Plan: CC – Community Commercial 

Zoning: CP – Planned Shopping Center 

CEQA: Exempt under §15301, Class 1 Existing Facilities 

Staff Contact: Steven Okey, Planning Technician 

Recommendation: Hold a Public Hearing; and 

Adopt a Resolution to conditionally approve the application 

Action: “I hereby adopt a “Resolution conditionally approving the modification of 
the Coastal Development Permit for an Electric Vehicle Charging 
Station at the south entrance to 3300 Broadway (APN 007-130-013).”  

 

 
Figure 1: Location Map 

 



Electric Vehicle Charging Station Coastal Development Permit Modification 
3300 Broadway; APN No. 007-130-013; CDP-19-0002 (MOD) 

 

 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
Electrify America is proposing 
to modify an existing Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP-19-
0002) to add a second 
equipment pad and enclosure 
to surround a Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) to 
power the existing electric 
vehicle charging station 
dispensers. The BESS 
equipment, pad and enclosure 
will be located on a landscape 
island adjacent to the existing 
equipment near the shopping 
center’s south entrance to the 
Bayshore Mall.  This project 
includes: installation of 2 
Lithium-Ion Powerpacks, 1 
Inverter, BESS Equipment, 
construction of a 144 s.f. 
fenced enclosure, the removal 
of one bush, installation of 
electric cables, and the 

construction of a 182 s.f. concrete pad on which the equipment is to be placed.  The site 
is located in the Coastal Zone, is considered development and is within the City of 
Eureka’s coastal permit jurisdiction; therefore, a Coastal Development Permit is required.  

 
Background: The project location is zoned for a shopping center with surrounding 
properties zoned commercial, manufacturing, and public. The site for the proposed 
Lithium-Ion Powerpacks, Inverter, and BESS Equipment is currently a landscaped area 
next to the original Electrify America site near the south entrance to the Bayshore Mall. 
The Bayshore Mall parking lot also contains an existing Tesla charging station near the 
north Mall entrance, which was approved on January 5, 2016 (CDP-15-0007).  
 
The powerpacks (2) measure 51.5” L x 32.4” W x 86” H. The inverter measures 39.9” L x 
49.4” W x 86.3” H.  The equipment enclosure, powerpacks, inverter, and BESS 
Equipment will be located in a landscaped area on a concrete pad. An 8’ tall grey Trex® 
fence will surround the equipment enclosure and will match the existing vehicle charging 
station enclosure.  An electric cable will run from the proposed new equipment to the 
existing switchboard. All electric cables are to be located underground. 

 
Excavation for the installation of 8 fence posts will measure 1’6” diameter by 4’ deep for 
each post. Excavation for the proposed concrete pad will be to a depth of 9” and will 
require the amount of cut to be 876 cubic yards. There will be a minimum amount of solid 
waste and dust as the result of excavating in the landscape island to accommodate the 

Figure 2: Site Map 
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building of the equipment pad. The trenches for the proposed underground cables will 
measure a total of 44’ in length with a maximum depth of 5’ and maximum width of 24” 
 
The purpose of the overall project is to increase the amount of electric vehicle charging 
facilities in Northern California. Electrify America’s charging stations are compatible and 
accessible to all fast-charge-capable electric vehicles.  
 
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT ANALYSIS 
 
To approve a Coastal Development Permit, the Director must make all of the following 
findings: 
 
(a) The proposed development conforms to the policies of the Certified Local Coastal 
Program. 
 
The Local Coastal Program is the foundational policy document for areas of the City 
located in the coastal zone. It establishes farsighted policy that forms the basis for and 
defines the framework by which the City’s physical and economic resources in the coastal 
zone are to be developed, managed and utilized. The Local Coastal Program is divided 
into two components: the first component is the Land Use Plan, which is the General Plan 
specific to land in the coastal zone. It outlines the existing conditions, permitted uses, and 
policies needed to achieve the goals of the Coastal Act and includes the general plan 
map. The second component of the Local Coastal Program is the Implementation Plan, 
which includes zoning regulations and the zoning map for land in the coastal zone, as 
well as specific coastal zone ordinances necessary to implement the policies of the Land 
Use Plan.  
 
Land Use Plan Analysis  
Below are the purposes of the CC – Community Commercial land use and the goals and 
policies of the Land Use Plan portion of the adopted and certified LCP applicable to the 
project, followed by a brief discussion how the project conforms to each goal or policy. 
 
The purpose of the CC Community Commercial land use designation is to provide large 
sites at appropriate locations for major shopping centers serving the Humboldt Bay area 
and North Coast region. The site of such a center shall be planned as an integral unit 
reflecting high standards of site design, landscaping, traffic planning, and natural 
resources restoration or enhancement. Examples of conditionally permitted uses include 
but are not limited to compatible noncommercial uses such as churches or charitable 
institutions, service stations, restaurants, and temporary, short-term uses. 
 

The proposed project will not affect the principal establishment of the Bayshore 
Mall and the variety of stores it provides. The proposed supportive equipment for 
the charging stations will be integrated with the existing parking lot, and is not 
anticipated to create traffic congestion on public highways and streets. 

 
Aquatic Resources and Marine, Wetland, and Riparian Habitat 
 
Goal 6.A 
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To protect and enhance the natural qualities of the Eureka area’s aquatic resources and 
to preserve the area’s valuable marine, wetland, and riparian habitat. 
 
Policies 
 
6.A.19 The City shall require establishment of a buffer for permitted development adjacent 
to all environmentally sensitive areas.  The minimum width of a buffer shall be 100 feet, 
unless the applicant for the development demonstrates on the basis of site-specific 
information, the type and size of the proposed development, and/or proposed mitigation 
(such as planting of vegetation) that will achieve the purpose(s) of the buffer, that a 
smaller buffer will protect the resources of the habitat area.  As necessary to protect the 
environmentally sensitive area, the City may require a buffer greater than 100 feet.  The 
Buffer shall be measured horizontally from the edge of the environmental sensitive area 
nearest the proposed development to the edge of the development nearest to the 
environmentally sensitive area.  Maps and supplemental information submitted as part of 
the application shall be used to specifically define these boundaries. 
 
Staff reviewed the goals and policies in the adopted and certified Land Use Plan (LUP) 
to determine whether the project conforms to the LUP. The project site is located more 
than 100 feet from any area that could be considered an ESHA. The immediate area is 
surrounded by domestic landscaping, including shrubbery and trees, intermingled 
throughout the paved parking lot at the Bayshore Mall. Therefore, the project does not 
conflict with any of the adopted goals and policies, and the finding the project conforms 
with the LUP can be made. 
 
Implementation Plan Analysis 
The Coastal Development Permit must be found to conform with the purposes and 
objectives of the zoning code, the CP Planned Shopping Center zone district, and the 
overall objectives of the Coastal Zone (EMC §10-5.2902). Discussion of the project’s 
conformance with the zoning code, CP zone district and analysis of conformance to the 
overall objectives of the Coastal Zone is provided below: 
 
Chapter 5 Objectives and Purpose 
Pursuant to Eureka Municipal Code (EMC) Sec. 10-5.102, the zoning regulations are 
adopted by the City Council in accordance with the City Charter to protect the public 
health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare. More 
specifically, the chapter is adopted in order to achieve the following objectives:  
  
Purposes of the Zone District 

In addition to the objectives prescribed in Sections10-5.102 (Objectives) and 10-
5.2902 (Objectives and purposes), the purposes of the planned shopping center 
commercial districts are:  
 
(a) To provide large sites at appropriate locations for major shopping centers 
which provide a wide variety of goods and services drawing trade from the 
entire Humboldt Bay area. The principal establishment of a CP Planned 
Shopping Center Commercial District shall ordinarily be one or more 
department or variety stores;  
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The project site is located in an existing landscaped area adjacent to the parking 
lot of the existing Bayshore Mall, and will not affect the principal establishment of 
the Bayshore Mall and the variety of stores it provides. 
 

(b) To provide for the development of an organized group of compatible 
commercial uses planned and designed as an integral unit consistent with 
modern standards for site planning and landscape design; and  
 

The supportive equipment for the charging station will be integrated with the 
existing parking lot in an existing electric vehicle charging station. 
 

(c)  To minimize the adverse effect of major commercial facilities on nearby 
dwellings and minimize traffic congestion on public highways and streets 
  

The supportive equipment for the charging station is not anticipated to create traffic 
congestion on public highways and streets. 

 
Purposes of the Coastal Zone 
 

(a) Protect, maintain, and where feasible, enhance and restore the overall 
quality of the coastal zone environment and its natural and human-created 
resources.   
 
The modification will not have an effect on the coastal environment, nor will it 
constitute any real intensification of the use of the site for the electric vehicle 
charging station. The site is located in a previously landscaped island near the 
south entrance to the Bayshore Mall. 
 

(b) Assure orderly, balanced utilization and conservation of coastal zone 
resources, considering the social and economic needs of the people of this 
region, state, and nation.  
 
The siting of the proposed supportive equipment for the electric vehicle charging 
station adjacent to Highway 101 (Broadway), and in the commercially active 
Broadway corridor, provides for a logical expansion of electric vehicle related 
transportation infrastructure. 
 

(c) Maximize public access to and along the Humboldt Bay shoreline, and 
maximize public recreational opportunities in the coastal zone, consistent 
with sound resource conservation principles and constitutionally protected 
rights of private property owners.  
 
The site is not located along the shoreline and the project will not affect coastal 
access or recreational opportunities. 
 

(d) Assure priority for coastal dependent and coastal-related development over 
other development on the shoreline. 
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The proposed equipment to support the electrical vehicle charging station is not 
located along the shoreline and operations are not coastal-dependent or coastal-
related. 
 

(e) Provide a definite plan for development so as to guide the future growth of 
the City within the Coastal Zone.  
 
The Local Coastal Plan provides for the development and growth of the City within 
the Coastal Zone. 
 

(f) Protect the social and economic character and stability of residential, 
commercial, agricultural, and industrial areas within the City. 
 
The charging station expands opportunities for alternative fuel vehicles in the 
Humboldt Bay area, which is ultimately a benefit to the community. 

 
Based on the discussion above, and because the project site is located in an existing 
landscaped area at an existing electric vehicle charging station and adjacent to the 
parking lot of the existing Bayshore Mall, the finding can be made the proposed expansion 
of the existing Electric Vehicle Charging Station conforms with the purposes and 
objectives of the zoning code (EMC §10-5.102), the CP Planned Shopping Center zone 
district, and the overall objectives of the Coastal Zone (EMC §10-5.2902).  
 
Referrals were sent to agencies and City departments with interest or jurisdiction over the 
property or the intended use of the property. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG & E) 
and AT&T provided comments indicating the applicant must contact Underground Service 
Alerts (USA) prior to commencing construction to ensure the underground gas and 
electrical utility lines will be accurately located and marked.  
 
The project must comply with all conditions laid out in PG&E’s Initial Response Letter and 
the requirements as they relate to Gas facilities and Electric facilities (see Resolution 
Attachment A. 
 
Referrals were also sent to the three local Native American Tribes. The Wiyot Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) has recommended all excavation activities be 
monitored by a Wiyot tribal representative. Conditions of approval have been included for 
these items. 
 
No other comments were received to indicate the proposed project would be detrimental 
to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially injurious to the properties or 
improvements in the vicinity. Staff believes a finding can be made that the project as 
proposed and conditioned would not impact the public health, safety or welfare. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
The City of Eureka, as Lead Agency, has determined the proposed project is categorically 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, in accordance 
with CEQA Guidelines pursuant to Section 15301, Existing Facilities, Class 1 of the CEQA 
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Guidelines; which exempts the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, 
licensing or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical 
equipment or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond 
that existing at the time of the lead agency's determination. Although the proposal to 
modify the existing Electric Vehicle Charging Station to add a second equipment pad and 
enclosure to surround equipment, is an expansion of the charging station itself, the 
expansion is negligible, and, as conditioned, will not impact the environment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Public notification consisted of notification by mail of property owners within a 300-foot 
radius of the site on October 12, 2020. In addition, the notice was posted on the City’s 
website and bulletin boards. A public hearing notice sign was posted on the site on 
October 12, 2020.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis above, the proposed expansion of the existing Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station is consistent with the General Plan, Zoning Code, and the Local Coastal 
Program.  The project is suitable for the site, and is compatible with existing and planned 
land uses in the vicinity.  The use, as conditioned, is not detrimental to the public health, 
safety, and welfare, and is properly located within the city and adequately served by 
existing utilities and infrastructure.  Further, the use conforms with the Local Coastal 
Program. 
 
STAFF CONTACT 
Steven Okey, Planning Technician, 531 K Street, Eureka, CA 95501; 
planning@ci.eureka.ca.gov; (707) 441-4160 
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED 
Attachment 1: Resolution ............................................................................. pages 8 -16 
Attachment 2: Applicant submitted material ................................................. pages 17 - 22 
 



 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES RESOLUTION NO. 2020-__ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES TO MODIFY A 
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT (CDP-19-0002) TO EXPAND THE FOOTPRINT 

OF THE ELECTRIFY AMERICA VEHICLE CHARGING STATION AT THE BAYSHORE 
MALL, 3300 BROADWAY, APN 007-130-013 

 
WHEREAS, Electrify America has submitted an application and requested approval to 
modify an existing Coastal Development Permit (CDP-19-0002) to add a second 
equipment pad and enclosure to surround a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) to 
power the existing electric vehicle charging station dispensers at the Bayshore Mall, 
3300 Broadway, APN 007-130-013; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project site is located in the Coastal Zone, and development within the 
Coastal Zone requires a Coastal Development Permit (CDP); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Eureka has permit jurisdiction for issuing the Coastal 
Development Permit, and the project is appealable to the State Coastal Commission; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director of Development Services of the City of Eureka did hold a duly 
noticed public hearing via Zoom from City Hall in the City of Eureka on October 22, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m., to review the proposed expansion of the existing equipment for the 
Electrify America Electric Vehicle Charging Station; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director reviewed the subject application in accordance with Eureka 
Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 5, Article 29, and after due consideration of all 
testimony, evidence, and reports offered at the public hearing, does hereby find and 
determine the following facts: 

 
1. The proposed project will not affect the principal establishment of the Bayshore 

Mall and the variety of stores it provides and is in keeping with the goals and 
policies of the CC – Community Commercial land use adopted and certified in 
the City of Eureka’s Local Coastal Program. 

 
2. The proposed project conforms with the purposes and objectives of the zoning 

code (EMC §10-5.102), the CP Planned Shopping Center zone district, and the 
overall objectives of the Coastal Zone (EMC §10-5.2902). 
 

3. The project site is located more than 100 feet from any area that could be 
considered an ESHA.  
 

4. The proposed supportive equipment for the charging stations will be integrated 
with the existing parking lot in an existing electric vehicle charging station, and is 
not anticipated to create traffic congestion on public highways and streets. 
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5. The modification will not have an effect on the coastal environment, nor will it 
constitute any real intensification of the use of the site for the electric vehicle 
charging station.  
 

6. The siting of the proposed supportive equipment for the electric vehicle charging 
station adjacent to Highway 101 (Broadway), and in the commercially active 
Broadway corridor, provides for a logical expansion of electric vehicle related 
transportation infrastructure. 
 

7. The site is not located along the shoreline, operations are not coastal-dependent 
or coastal-related, and the project will not affect coastal access or recreational 
opportunities. 
 

8. The charging station expands opportunities for alternative fuel vehicles in the 
Humboldt Bay area, which is ultimately a benefit to the community. 
 

9. The City of Eureka, as Lead Agency, has determined the proposed project is 
categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 
Act, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines pursuant to Section 15301, Existing 
Facilities, Class 1 of the CEQA Guidelines; which exempts the operation, repair, 
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing or minor alteration of existing public 
or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment or topographical features, 
involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the 
lead agency's determination.  

 
WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Director, the proposed application should be approved 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

a) The proposed modification is subject to all conditions of the original Coastal 
Development Permit CDP-19-0002.  
 

b) The project must comply with all conditions provided in PG&E’s Initial Response 
Letter and the requirements as they relate to Gas facilities and Electric facilities 
included in Resolution Attachment A. 

 
c) All ground disturbing project activities must be monitored by a Wiyot tribal 

representative. 
 

d) A copy of the fully executed monitoring contract between the Applicant and the 
Monitoring Tribe shall be provided to Development Services - Planning prior to 
the issuance of any building permit and/or beginning any ground disturbing 
activities, including demolition.    
 

e) The applicant's general contractor, project engineer, or designated POINT of 
CONTACT shall be responsible for coordinating with the Tribal Monitor regarding 
scheduling (advance notice is required) and for notifying City Public Works, 
PG&E, and any other contracted or secured service vendors that will undertake 
ground disturbing activities or for any element of the project which Tribal 
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Monitoring is required, are notified of the monitoring requirements.  No ground 
disturbing activity designated for monitoring shall be undertaken without an 
appointed Tribal Monitor on site to the satisfaction of the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers (THPOs). 
 

f) If cultural resources are encountered during any construction activities, the 
applicant and its construction contractor shall cease all work in the immediate 
area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location.  Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria, Blue 
Lake Rancheria, and Wiyot Tribe shall to be contacted to evaluate the discovery 
and, in consultation with the applicant and lead agency, development of a 
treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be avoided shall 
be completed to the satisfaction of the Tribal Historic Preservation Officers prior 
to the resumption of construction activities at the location.  Prehistoric materials 
may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 
groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials.   
 

g) If human remains are found by the applicant or construction contractor during 
grading or other construction activities, California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 
requires that the applicant or its construction contractor call the County Coroner 
immediately at 707-445-7242.  If the Coroner determines the remains to be 
Native American, the Native American Heritage Commission shall then be 
contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate treatment of the remains 
pursuant to PRC 5097.98.  Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with PRC 
Section 5097.99.  
 

h) Violations of the conditions relating to ground disturbing activities and 
requirements for a Tribal Monitor shall be subject to penalties as allowed under 
current laws and codes. 
 

i) Costs for monitoring and/or reporting agreed upon by the three THPOs who will 
consult, develop and implement a rapid response inadvertent discovery data 
recovery excavation plan, plus analyses of recovered constituents and reporting 
of potentially significant discovery(s), shall be borne by the Applicant. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Director of Development Services of 
the City of Eureka does hereby approve the application, subject to the conditions listed 
above. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Director of Development Services of the 
City of Eureka in the County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 22nd day of 
October, 2020  
 

__________________________________ 
Miles Slattery, Interim City Manager 

 
 



 

 

Plan Review Team 
Land Management 

PGEPlanReview@pge.com 
 
6111 Bollinger Canyon Road 3370A 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
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September 15, 2020 
 
Steven Okey 
City of Eureka 
531 K St 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 
Ref:  Gas and Electric Transmission and Distribution 
 
Dear Steven Okey, 
 
Thank you for submitting the 3300 Broadway plans for our review.  PG&E will review the 
submitted plans in relationship to any existing Gas and Electric facilities within the project area.  
If the proposed project is adjacent/or within PG&E owned property and/or easements, we will be 
working with you to ensure compatible uses and activities near our facilities.   
 
Attached you will find information and requirements as it relates to Gas facilities (Attachment 1) 
and Electric facilities (Attachment 2).  Please review these in detail, as it is critical to ensure 
your safety and to protect PG&E’s facilities and its existing rights.   
 
Below is additional information for your review:   
 

1. This plan review process does not replace the application process for PG&E gas or 
electric service your project may require.  For these requests, please continue to work 
with PG&E Service Planning:  https://www.pge.com/en_US/business/services/building-
and-renovation/overview/overview.page.    
 

2. If the project being submitted is part of a larger project, please include the entire scope 
of your project, and not just a portion of it.  PG&E’s facilities are to be incorporated within 
any CEQA document. PG&E needs to verify that the CEQA document will identify any 
required future PG&E services. 
 

3. An engineering deposit may be required to review plans for a project depending on the 
size, scope, and location of the project and as it relates to any rearrangement or new 
installation of PG&E facilities.   

 
Any proposed uses within the PG&E fee strip and/or easement, may include a California Public 
Utility Commission (CPUC) Section 851 filing.  This requires the CPUC to render approval for a 
conveyance of rights for specific uses on PG&E’s fee strip or easement. PG&E will advise if the 
necessity to incorporate a CPUC Section 851filing is required. 
 
This letter does not constitute PG&E’s consent to use any portion of its easement for any 
purpose not previously conveyed.  PG&E will provide a project specific response as required.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Plan Review Team 
Land Management 

https://www.pge.com/en_US/business/services/building-and-renovation/overview/overview.page
https://www.pge.com/en_US/business/services/building-and-renovation/overview/overview.page
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Attachment 1 – Gas Facilities  
 
There could be gas transmission pipelines in this area which would be considered critical 
facilities for PG&E and a high priority subsurface installation under California law. Care must be 
taken to ensure safety and accessibility. So, please ensure that if PG&E approves work near 
gas transmission pipelines it is done in adherence with the below stipulations.  Additionally, the 
following link provides additional information regarding legal requirements under California 
excavation laws:  https://www.usanorth811.org/images/pdfs/CA-LAW-2018.pdf 

 
 
1. Standby Inspection: A PG&E Gas Transmission Standby Inspector must be present 
during any demolition or construction activity that comes within 10 feet of the gas pipeline. This 
includes all grading, trenching, substructure depth verifications (potholes), asphalt or concrete 
demolition/removal, removal of trees, signs, light poles, etc. This inspection can be coordinated 
through the Underground Service Alert (USA) service at 811. A minimum notice of 48 hours is 
required. Ensure the USA markings and notifications are maintained throughout the duration of 
your work. 
  
2. Access: At any time, PG&E may need to access, excavate, and perform work on the gas 
pipeline. Any construction equipment, materials, or spoils may need to be removed upon notice. 
Any temporary construction fencing installed within PG&E’s easement would also need to be 
capable of being removed at any time upon notice. Any plans to cut temporary slopes 
exceeding a 1:4 grade within 10 feet of a gas transmission pipeline need to be approved by 
PG&E Pipeline Services in writing PRIOR to performing the work. 
 
3. Wheel Loads: To prevent damage to the buried gas pipeline, there are weight limits that 
must be enforced whenever any equipment gets within 10 feet of traversing the pipe. 
 
Ensure a list of the axle weights of all equipment being used is available for PG&E’s Standby 
Inspector. To confirm the depth of cover, the pipeline may need to be potholed by hand in a few 
areas. 
 
Due to the complex variability of tracked equipment, vibratory compaction equipment, and 
cranes, PG&E must evaluate those items on a case-by-case basis prior to use over the gas 
pipeline (provide a list of any proposed equipment of this type noting model numbers and 
specific attachments). 
 
No equipment may be set up over the gas pipeline while operating. Ensure crane outriggers are 
at least 10 feet from the centerline of the gas pipeline. Transport trucks must not be parked over 
the gas pipeline while being loaded or unloaded.  
 
4. Grading: PG&E requires a minimum of 36 inches of cover over gas pipelines (or existing 
grade if less) and a maximum of 7 feet of cover at all locations. The graded surface cannot 
exceed a cross slope of 1:4. 
 
5. Excavating: Any digging within 2 feet of a gas pipeline must be dug by hand. Note that 
while the minimum clearance is only 12 inches, any excavation work within 24 inches of the 
edge of a pipeline must be done with hand tools. So to avoid having to dig a trench entirely with 
hand tools, the edge of the trench must be over 24 inches away. (Doing the math for a 24 inch 

https://www.usanorth811.org/images/pdfs/CA-LAW-2018.pdf
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wide trench being dug along a 36 inch pipeline, the centerline of the trench would need to be at 
least 54 inches [24/2 + 24 + 36/2 = 54] away, or be entirely dug by hand.) 
 
Water jetting to assist vacuum excavating must be limited to 1000 psig and directed at a 40° 
angle to the pipe. All pile driving must be kept a minimum of 3 feet away.  
 
Any plans to expose and support a PG&E gas transmission pipeline across an open excavation 
need to be approved by PG&E Pipeline Services in writing PRIOR to performing the work.  
 
6. Boring/Trenchless Installations: PG&E Pipeline Services must review and approve all 
plans to bore across or parallel to (within 10 feet) a gas transmission pipeline. There are 
stringent criteria to pothole the gas transmission facility at regular intervals for all parallel bore 
installations. 
 
For bore paths that cross gas transmission pipelines perpendicularly, the pipeline must be 
potholed a minimum of 2 feet in the horizontal direction of the bore path and a minimum of 12 
inches in the vertical direction from the bottom of the pipe with minimum clearances measured 
from the edge of the pipe in both directions. Standby personnel must watch the locator trace 
(and every ream pass) the path of the bore as it approaches the pipeline and visually monitor 
the pothole (with the exposed transmission pipe) as the bore traverses the pipeline to ensure 
adequate clearance with the pipeline. The pothole width must account for the inaccuracy of the 
locating equipment. 
 
7. Substructures: All utility crossings of a gas pipeline should be made as close to 
perpendicular as feasible (90° +/- 15°). All utility lines crossing the gas pipeline must have a 
minimum of 12 inches of separation from the gas pipeline. Parallel utilities, pole bases, water 
line ‘kicker blocks’, storm drain inlets, water meters, valves, back pressure devices or other 
utility substructures are not allowed in the PG&E gas pipeline easement. 
 
If previously retired PG&E facilities are in conflict with proposed substructures, PG&E must 
verify they are safe prior to removal.  This includes verification testing of the contents of the 
facilities, as well as environmental testing of the coating and internal surfaces.  Timelines for 
PG&E completion of this verification will vary depending on the type and location of facilities in 
conflict. 
 
8. Structures: No structures are to be built within the PG&E gas pipeline easement. This 
includes buildings, retaining walls, fences, decks, patios, carports, septic tanks, storage sheds, 
tanks, loading ramps, or any structure that could limit PG&E’s ability to access its facilities. 
 
9. Fencing: Permanent fencing is not allowed within PG&E easements except for 
perpendicular crossings which must include a 16 foot wide gate for vehicular access. Gates will 
be secured with PG&E corporation locks. 
 
10. Landscaping:  Landscaping must be designed to allow PG&E to access the pipeline for 
maintenance and not interfere with pipeline coatings or other cathodic protection systems. No 
trees, shrubs, brush, vines, and other vegetation may be planted within the easement area. 
Only those plants, ground covers, grasses, flowers, and low-growing plants that grow 
unsupported to a maximum of four feet (4’) in height at maturity may be planted within the 
easement area.  
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11. Cathodic Protection: PG&E pipelines are protected from corrosion with an “Impressed 
Current” cathodic protection system. Any proposed facilities, such as metal conduit, pipes, 
service lines, ground rods, anodes, wires, etc. that might affect the pipeline cathodic protection 
system must be reviewed and approved by PG&E Corrosion Engineering. 
 
12. Pipeline Marker Signs: PG&E needs to maintain pipeline marker signs for gas 
transmission pipelines in order to ensure public awareness of the presence of the pipelines. 
With prior written approval from PG&E Pipeline Services, an existing PG&E pipeline marker sign 
that is in direct conflict with proposed developments may be temporarily relocated to 
accommodate construction work. The pipeline marker must be moved back once construction is 
complete.  
 
13. PG&E is also the provider of distribution facilities throughout many of the areas within 
the state of California. Therefore, any plans that impact PG&E’s facilities must be reviewed and 
approved by PG&E to ensure that no impact occurs which may endanger the safe operation of 
its facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PG&E Gas and Electric Facilities  Page 5 

 
 

Attachment 2 – Electric Facilities  
 

It is PG&E’s policy to permit certain uses on a case by case basis within its electric 
transmission fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) provided such uses and manner in which they are 
exercised, will not interfere with PG&E’s rights or endanger its facilities. Some 
examples/restrictions are as follows: 
 
1. Buildings and Other Structures: No buildings or other structures including the foot print and 
eave of any buildings, swimming pools, wells or similar structures will be permitted within fee 
strip(s) and/or easement(s) areas. PG&E’s transmission easement shall be designated on 
subdivision/parcel maps as “RESTRICTED USE AREA – NO BUILDING.” 
 
2. Grading: Cuts, trenches or excavations may not be made within 25 feet of our towers. 
Developers must submit grading plans and site development plans (including geotechnical 
reports if applicable), signed and dated, for PG&E’s review. PG&E engineers must review grade 
changes in the vicinity of our towers. No fills will be allowed which would impair ground-to-
conductor clearances. Towers shall not be left on mounds without adequate road access to 
base of tower or structure. 
 
3. Fences: Walls, fences, and other structures must be installed at locations that do not affect 
the safe operation of PG&’s facilities.  Heavy equipment access to our facilities must be 
maintained at all times. Metal fences are to be grounded to PG&E specifications. No wall, fence 
or other like structure is to be installed within 10 feet of tower footings and unrestricted access 
must be maintained from a tower structure to the nearest street. Walls, fences and other 
structures proposed along or within the fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) will require PG&E 
review; submit plans to PG&E Centralized Review Team for review and comment.   
 
4. Landscaping: Vegetation may be allowed; subject to review of plans. On overhead electric 
transmission fee strip(s) and/or easement(s), trees and shrubs are limited to those varieties that 
do not exceed 15 feet in height at maturity. PG&E must have access to its facilities at all times, 
including access by heavy equipment. No planting is to occur within the footprint of the tower 
legs. Greenbelts are encouraged. 
 
5. Reservoirs, Sumps, Drainage Basins, and Ponds: Prohibited within PG&E’s fee strip(s) 
and/or easement(s) for electric transmission lines.   
 
6. Automobile Parking: Short term parking of movable passenger vehicles and light trucks 
(pickups, vans, etc.) is allowed.  The lighting within these parking areas will need to be reviewed 
by PG&E; approval will be on a case by case basis. Heavy equipment access to PG&E facilities 
is to be maintained at all times. Parking is to clear PG&E structures by at least 10 feet.  
Protection of PG&E facilities from vehicular traffic is to be provided at developer’s expense AND 
to PG&E specifications. Blocked-up vehicles are not allowed. Carports, canopies, or awnings 
are not allowed. 
 
7. Storage of Flammable, Explosive or Corrosive Materials: There shall be no storage of fuel or 
combustibles and no fueling of vehicles within PG&E’s easement. No trash bins or incinerators 
are allowed. 
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8. Streets and Roads: Access to facilities must be maintained at all times. Street lights may be 
allowed in the fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) but in all cases must be reviewed by PG&E for 
proper clearance. Roads and utilities should cross the transmission easement as nearly at right 
angles as possible. Road intersections will not be allowed within the transmission easement. 
 
9. Pipelines: Pipelines may be allowed provided crossings are held to a minimum and to be as 
nearly perpendicular as possible. Pipelines within 25 feet of PG&E structures require review by 
PG&E. Sprinklers systems may be allowed; subject to review. Leach fields and septic tanks are 
not allowed. Construction plans must be submitted to PG&E for review and approval prior to the 
commencement of any construction. 
 
10. Signs: Signs are not allowed except in rare cases subject to individual review by PG&E. 
 
11. Recreation Areas: Playgrounds, parks, tennis courts, basketball courts, barbecue and light 
trucks (pickups, vans, etc.) may be allowed; subject to review of plans. Heavy equipment 
access to PG&E facilities is to be maintained at all times. Parking is to clear PG&E structures by 
at least 10 feet. Protection of PG&E facilities from vehicular traffic is to be provided at 
developer’s expense AND to PG&E specifications.  
 
12. Construction Activity: Since construction activity will take place near PG&E’s overhead 
electric lines, please be advised it is the contractor’s responsibility to be aware of, and observe 
the minimum clearances for both workers and equipment operating near high voltage electric 
lines set out in the High-Voltage Electrical Safety Orders of the California Division of Industrial 
Safety (https://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/sb5g2.html), as well as any other safety regulations. 
Contractors shall comply with California Public Utilities Commission General Order 95 
(http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/gos/GO95/go_95_startup_page.html) and all other safety rules.  No 
construction may occur within 25 feet of PG&E’s towers. All excavation activities may only 
commence after 811 protocols has been followed.  
 
Contractor shall ensure the protection of PG&E’s towers and poles from vehicular damage by 
(installing protective barriers) Plans for protection barriers must be approved by PG&E prior to 
construction.  
 
13. PG&E is also the owner of distribution facilities throughout many of the areas within the 
state of California. Therefore, any plans that impact PG&E’s facilities must be reviewed and 
approved by PG&E to ensure that no impact occurs that may endanger the safe and reliable 
operation of its facilities.   
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dir.ca.gov_Title8_sb5g2.html&d=DwMFAg&c=Oo_p3A70ldcR7Q3zeyon7Q&r=g-HWh_xSTyWhuUJXV2tlcQ&m=QlJQXXVRUQdrlaqZ0nlw5K6fBqWhHCMdU7SP-o3qhQ8&s=GTYBpih-s0PlmBVvDNMGpAXDWC_YubAW2uaD-h3E3IQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cpuc.ca.gov_gos_GO95_go-5F95-5Fstartup-5Fpage.html&d=DwMFAg&c=Oo_p3A70ldcR7Q3zeyon7Q&r=g-HWh_xSTyWhuUJXV2tlcQ&m=QlJQXXVRUQdrlaqZ0nlw5K6fBqWhHCMdU7SP-o3qhQ8&s=-fzRV8bb-WaCw0KOfb3UdIcVI00DJ5Fs-T8-lvKtVJU&e=
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