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COMPLIANCE ADVISORY 

ASBESTOS NESHAP APPLICABILITY 
TO DEMOLITION AND RENOVATION PROJECTS 

 

In order to reduce the public’s potential exposure to airborne asbestos, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) established the asbestos National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (NESHAP) regulation. The asbestos NESHAP regulates the demolition and renovation 
of buildings containing asbestos materials including, but not limited to fireproofing and insulating 
materials, paints, cements, joint compounds, and floor tiles.  The regulation applies to commercial 
structures, industrial structures, and housing units having greater than four dwelling units.  Single 
family dwellings are generally exempt.  The following is a summary of some of the important 
NESHAP requirements.  Other regulations may apply.  For example, CAL/OSHA requires that the 
asbestos survey be completed by a Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC) or by a Site Surveillance 
Technician, under the supervision of a CAC. 
 
Definitions 
 

Demolition – the wrecking or removal of any load supporting structural member of a building.  Moving a structure from 
one location to another and the burning of a structure are also considered demolitions.  
 

Regulated Asbestos Containing Material – (a) friable asbestos material; (b) Category I non-friable material that has 
become friable; (c) Category I material that has or will be subjected to grinding, sanding, cutting, or abrading; (d) 
Category II non-friable material that has a high probability of becoming crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by 
forces expected to act upon the material in the course of demolition or renovation operations. 
  

Renovation – altering a facility or one or more facility components in any way; this includes and is not limited to the 
stripping or removal or Regulated Asbestos Containing Material (RACM) from a facility component.  Also included are 
projects on the exterior of a structure, such as façade enhancements or remodels. 
 

Prior to beginning any demolition or renovation activity, the structure must be thoroughly surveyed for the presence of 
asbestos containing material. Survey must be conducted by an AHERA-accredited Building Inspector (40 CFR 763, 
Subpart E, App. C).   
 

For a renovation -  Upon completion of the asbestos survey, determine if the combined amount of RACM to be 
stripped, removed, dislodged, cut, drilled or similarly disturbed during a renovation is at least 260 linear feet (on pipes), 
160 square feet (i.e. flooring, drywall), or 35 cubic feet in volume whichever is least. If the amount of RACM is at least 
the threshold amounts, District notification prior to the removal is required. 
 

For a demolition - Upon completion of the asbestos survey, a demolition notification form must be submitted to the 
District at least 10 working days prior to the start date of the demolition.  Notification of a demolition is required 
regardless of the amount of asbestos present.   When asbestos-containing material of a quantity greater than or equal 
to the threshold amounts above will be removed prior to demolition, a separate notification is required. 
 

Other Training Requirements – When removing or disturbing RACM, an AHERA-accredited Contractor/Supervisor 
must be present and all workers must be AHERA-accredited Workers (40 CFR 763, Subpart E, App. C).  All training 
must be current.  

  
f Violations of NESHAP regulations can be prosecuted as felony offenses carrying penalties of $37,500 per day 
per offense.f  
 
For further clarification or additional guidance, contact the NCUAQMD office at (707) 443-3093. 

http://www.ncuaqmd.org/








Asbestos Testing Labs 
 
 
AmeriSci Los Angeles 
24416 S. Main St. Suite 308 
Carson, CA 90745 
Phone (310) 834-4868 Fax (310) 834-4772 
jcortes@amerisi.com 
 
 
Asbestos Science Technologies, Inc. 
P.O. Box 505 
Bangor, CA 95914 
530-518-0934 
astinc17@yahoo.com 
 
 
Asbestos TEM Laboratories, Inc. 
630 Bancroft Way  
Berkeley, California   94710-2224 
Phone (510) 704 8930,   FAX (510) 704 8429  
Info@asbestostemlabs.com 
 
 
Forensic Analytical Laboratories, Inc. 
3777 Depot Road, Suite 409 
Hayward, CA 94545  
(800) 827-FASI toll free 
(510) 887-8828 phone 
(510) 887-4218 fax 
info@forensica.com 
 
 
For residential home owners: 
Asbestos Self Test Kits can be found using Google search @ 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Asbestos+Self+Testing+Kits&
ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&client=firefox-a 
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GUIDE TO ASBESTOS NESHAP QUESTIONS 
 

 
 
 
 

No Yes

Has the structure ever been 
utilized for commercial 

purposes? 
Is it owned by a public agency? 

RESIDENTIAL

Are there more than 4 dwelling units in 
one structure, or more than one 

separate residential dwelling on the 
property? Has the structure EVER been 

utilized for a commercial function? 

No Yes

The Asbestos NESHAP 
does not apply to this 

project 

         

Go to PAGE 2 

COMMERCIAL

Is the building COMMERCIAL or RESIDENTIAL? 
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No Yes

You are only required to 
perform an asbestos 

survey prior to initiation of 
work. 

Is the project a DEMOLITION (the 
unweighting of any load-bearing structural 

member of the building)? -- OR -- The 
intentional burning for fire training purposes? 

Is the quantity of Regulated Asbestos Containing Material (RACM) to be disturbed 
at least; 260 linear feet, 160 square feet, or 35 cubic feet? 

No Yes

Go to PAGE 3 

Prior to commencing any activity, a California Certified Asbestos Consultant 
(CAC) must complete a thorough inspection for the presence, quantity and 

categories of asbestos-containing material (ACM).  [Asbestos Survey] 
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REGULATED RENOVATIONS AND DEMOLITIONS 

 
 

1) You must submit an Asbestos Survey and completed Notification Form at 

least 10 working days prior to initiating work on the project.   

2) Demolitions: 

a) Requires a 2-X notification fee (unless the building is donated to a fire 

department for training purposes). 

b) (Regulation IV, Rule 401, §1.1.2)  An additional 2-X* fee is added if 

Asbestos Abatement is required for a Demolition Project. 

3) Renovations require only a 2-X* notification fee. 

4) IF, after notification has been submitted, the quantity of asbestos 

containing material (ACM) changes by at least 20%, then update the 

notification. 

5) IF, after notification has been submitted, the start date changes to a date 

after the original start date, then notify by phone as soon as possible AND 

provide written notice as soon as possible AND no later than original start 

date. 

6) IF, after notification has been submitted, start date changes to a date 

earlier than the original start date, then provide written notice at least 10 

days prior to the new start date. 

 
IN NO EVENT SHALL A PROJECT START ON A DATE OTHER THAN THE 

DATE CONTAINED IN THE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION. 

(40 CFR 61.145 (b) (iv) (C)) 

 

* The X value changes annually. 
Call to get current value: 707-443-3093 








