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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

EUREKA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Eureka City Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, May 22nd, 2019, at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the 
Council Chamber, Eureka City Hall, 531 “K” Street, Eureka, California, to consider the following 
application: 
 
Project Title: Summary Vacation of 28’ wide Right-of-Way Easement along North Side of Harris 
Street; (APN’s 008-052-011, -012, and -014) 
 
Project Applicant: Pierson Properties and Development, LLC 
 
Case No:  SV-19-0002 
 
Project Location: North Side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield 
 
Zoning and General Plan Designations: 008-052-011, and -012 RM-2500 (Multi-Family 
Residential)/MDR (Medium Density Residential) 008-052-014 CS (Service Commercial)/GSC 
(General Service Commercial) 
 

Project Description: The applicant is requesting the City of Eureka summarily vacate a 28 foot 
wide right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield 
fronting on APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014.  The vacation will facilitate potential future 
development on the property. 
 
All interested persons are invited to comment on the project either in person, at the scheduled public 
hearing, or in writing.  Written comments on the project may be submitted at the hearing or prior to 
the hearing by mailing or delivering them to the Development Services Department, 531 K Street, 
Eureka, CA 95501. Accommodations for handicapped access to City meetings must be requested of 
the City Clerk, 441-4175, five working days in advance of the meeting.  If you challenge the nature of 
the proposed action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues that you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice or written correspondence delivered to the public 
entity conducting the hearing at or prior to the public hearing.  The project file is available for review 
at the Development Services Department, Third Floor, City Hall.  If you have questions regarding the 
project or this notice, please contact Lisa Savage, Project Manager, Phone: (707) 441-4186; e-mail: 
lsavage@ci.eureka.ca.gov 
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EUREKA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
   

STAFF REPORT  
May 22, 2019 

 
Project Title: Summary Vacation of 28’ wide Right-of-Way Easement along North Side of 
Harris Street; (APN’s 008-052-011, -012, and -014) 
 
Project Applicant:  Pierson Properties and Development, LLC   Case No: SV-19-0002 
 
Project Location: North Side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield 
 
Zoning and General Plan Designations: 008-052-011, and -012 RM-2500 (Multi-Family 
Residential)/MDR (Medium Density Residential) 008-052-014 CS (Service Commercial)/GSC (General 
Service Commercial) 
 
Project Description:  The applicant is requesting the City of Eureka summarily vacate a 28 foot wide 
right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield fronting on 
APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014.  The vacation will facilitate potential future development on the 
property. 
   
Staff Contact Person: Lisa Savage, Project Manager; City of Eureka, Development Services 
Department; 531 “K” Street, Eureka, CA 95501-1165; phone: (707) 441-4186, email: 
lsavage@ci.eureka.ca.gov. 
 
Environmental:  Vacating a street right-of-way is a “project” for the purposes of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  However, the City of Eureka, as lead agency, has determined that the 
project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to a Class 1 categorical exemption from the preparation of 
environmental documents.  Class 1 exempts the minor alteration of existing public or private facilities 
when there is negligible or no expansion of an existing use.  Specifically, 15301 (c) addresses the minor 
alteration of “existing highways and streets, sidewalks…”  Vacating the street right-of-way consists of 
changing the street from public to private.  The vacated area is intended to be utilized to facilitate future 
development of the Property. Further, the Lead Agency has determined that use of the categorical 
exemption is not barred by one of the exceptions set forth in Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines.  
Therefore, the project meets the requirements of the exemption as a minor alteration of a city street.  
 
Staff Recommendation and Suggested Motion:  Adopt “A Resolution of the Planning Commission 
of the City of Eureka reporting on the conformity of the summary vacation of a 28 foot wide right-of-way 
easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 008-
152-011, -012, and -014, and recommending the City Council approve the application to vacate.” 
 

“I move the Planning Commission adopt “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the 
City of Eureka reporting on the conformity of the summary vacation of 28 foot wide right-of-way 
easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 

mailto:lsavage@ci.eureka.ca.gov


2 

008-152-011, -012, and -014 with the General Plan, and recommending the City Council approve the 
application to vacate.” 

 
Applicable Regulations:  California Streets & Highways Code, Section 8300 et. seq., grants authority 
to vacate public right-of-way within City limits to the Eureka City Council.  Because the City of Eureka has 
an adopted and certified Land Use Plan (General Plan), California Government Code Section 65402 
requires that prior to the City Council vacating the street right-of-way, the location, purpose and extent of 
the proposed street vacation be submitted to and reported upon by the Planning Commission as to 
conformity with the adopted General Plan. 

 
Analysis: Pierson Properties and Development, LLC (Applicant) is requesting the City of Eureka 
summarily vacate a 28 foot wide right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between 
Broadway and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014.  The vacation will facilitate 
potential future development on the property. 
 
Referrals were sent to various agencies and City departments with jurisdiction over, or possible interest 
in, the vacation of the easement right-of-way located along the north side of Harris Street between 
Broadway and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014.  No comments were received that 
indicated the proposed project would be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially 
injurious to the properties or improvements in the vicinity.  Staff believes that a finding can be made that 
the project would not impact the public health, safety or welfare. 
 
Utility Easements: AT&T California maintains communication facilities within the portion of the right-
of-way easement vacation which must be retained for service to the area and beyond.  In addition, PG&E 
has underground gas and electric facilities within the portion of right-of-way easement vacation.  The City 
will require the applicant retain all appropriate utility easements.  
 
General Plan:  With regard to the General Plan, Staff has reviewed the General Plan and finds that the 
General Plan is silent with regard to the necessity, location, purpose and extent of the subject right-of-way 
proposed for vacation.  The following General Plan goal and policy are pertinent: 
 
Goal LU-1:  Community Forum and Character 
 

LU-1.3  Beneficial Development. Support development that affords benefits to all 
segments of the community that: 

a. Offers varied housing choices. 
b. Provides for mixed use development. 
c. Develops underutilized or vacant parcels 
f.    Enhances the City’s tax base  

 
The proposed vacation will facilitate the future development of a vacant property with a multi-unit 
development (most likely one bedroom units).  The development will complement the apartment project 
proposed across the alley between Henderson and Harris, and between both developments will offer a 
wide variety of housing choices.  The City’s tax base will be enhanced with the increase to property taxes.  
The proposed vacation of the street right-of-way is in conformance with the existing General Plan and the 
proposed action furthers the City’s implementation of each of the goals and policies above.   
 
Report Summary:  The current application is for the summary vacation of right-of-way easement, not 
development.  While the City is aware that the applicant will also propose development on the site, the 
applicant will be required to submit development applications for any future development and those 
applications will be required to conduct environmental analysis and, if necessary, address environmental 
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impacts (if any).  City staff believes the finding can be made that the summary vacation of a 28 foot wide 
right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield fronting on 
APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014, is consistent with the General Plan and is in accordance with Section 
8300 et. seq. of the California Streets and Highways Code.  Accordingly, Staff recommends the Planning 
Commission forward to the City Council a determination that the proposed summary easement right-of-
way vacation is consistent with the General Plan and recommend the Council retain the necessary utility 
easements and approve the street vacation as proposed.  
 
 
Support Material: 
Attachment 1:  Location Map  
Attachment 2: Vacation Map 
Attachment 3: Planning Commission Resolution  
Attachment 4:                Policy and Procedure 4.02 
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Project Location Map
APN:008-052-011, 012, 014

Project Location





RESOLUTION NO.    2019-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
EUREKA REPORTING ON THE CONFORMITY OF THE SUMMARY VACATION OF 

AN EASEMENT ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF HARRIS STREET WITH THE 
GENERAL PLAN, AND RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPLICATION TO VACATE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant is requesting the City of Eureka summarily vacate a 28 
foot wide right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway 
and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014; and 

 
WHEREAS, the vacation will facilitate potential future development on the 

property; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 22, 2019, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 

hearing to receive public testimony; and  
 

WHEREAS, California Streets & Highways Code, Section 8300 et. seq., grants 
authority to vacate public right-of-way within City limits to the Eureka City Council; and  

  
WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65402 requires that prior to the 

City Council vacating the street right-of-way, the location, purpose and extent of the 
proposed street vacation must be submitted to and reported upon by the Planning 
Commission as to conformity with the adopted General Plan; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of 

Eureka that:  
 

1. The proposed summary vacation of a 28 foot wide right-of-way easement along 
the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and Fairfield fronting on APN’s 
008-152-011, -012, and -014, is in conformance with the existing General Plan.  
 

2. The Planning Commission recommends easements for public utilities and all 
purposes incidental thereto be retained over the portion of right-of-way easement 
to be summarily vacated; and 

 
3. The Planning Commission recommends the City Council vacate the 28 foot wide 

right-of-way easement along the north side of Harris Street between Broadway and 
Fairfield fronting on APN’s 008-152-011, -012, and -014 as proposed. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of 
Eureka in the County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 22nd day of May, 2019 by 
the following vote: 

 



 
 
 

AYES: COMMISSIONER  
NOES: COMMISSIONER  
ABSENT: COMMISSIONER  
ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONER   

 
 

__________________________________ 
Jeff Ragan, Chair, Planning Commission 

 
 Attest: 
 
 

_________________________________   
   Rob Holmlund, Executive Secretary 

 
















